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Sir William Gooch, Governor of Virginia at the time the following 
report was made, was descended from an ancient family in the counties 
of Norfolk and Suffolk. His father, Thomas Gooch, an alderman of 
Yarmouth, married Frances, daughter and heiress of Thomas Love, 
Esq., of Worlingham, Norfolk, and dying in 1688, left several children, 
of whom William was the eldest. He was born October 12th, 1681, 
went young into the army, and was actively and gallantly engaged dur- 
ing Queen Anne's wars. He retired after assisting in subduing the 
Scottish insurrection of 1715. He was appointed Lieutenant-Governor 
of Virginia in 1727 (the first patent signed by him was on October 13th), 
and held the office until about June 20th, 1749, the date of the last pat- 
ent signed. His administration was universally popular, and as Burke 
(Baronetage) says, it was said of him that he was the only Colonial 
Governor of the time against whom no inhabitant or merchant ever 
made complaint. In 1740 he became Colonel of an American regiment, 
and was sent with it to Carthagena, where he was wounded. He was 
also a Brigadier-General in the army. On November 4th, 1746, he was 
created a baronet, with remainder, in default of his own male issue, to 
his brother, Thomas, Bishop of Norwich. He married Rebecca, daugh- 
ter of William Stanton, Esq., of Hampton, Middlesex, England, by 
whom (who died April, 1775) Burke states he had no issue. He died, 
according to one account, in 1751, and according to another, August 
14th, 1759, and was succeeded by his brother, Bishop Gooch. Though 
Governor Gooch left no son, yet he certainly had one son, William, 
who married Eleanor, daughter of James Bowles, of Maryland, and 
died prior to 1747, when Warner Lewis, the son of his widow, Eleanor, 
by her second marriage with Warner Lewis, was born. The fact that 
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Sir William Gooch was succeeded in his baronetcy by his brother, dis- 
poses of all the claims which have been made by various persons of the 
name of Gooch that they are descendants of the Governor. 

The family of the name in Virginia are probably descended from 
Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Gooch, who was living in York county in 
1656, and was Sheriff of that county in 1662. William Gooch, probably 
his son, married Ursula, daughter of Colonel William Claiborne, second 
of the name. 

Queries from ye L a " of Trade to S r Wm. Gooch Gov r 
of Virginia & his Answers Abridged. 

1 st. What is ye scituation of the Colony under y' Gov" 1 ? 

The boundaries of ye Colony of Virginia as first Established 
by chart of James 1st 1606, were from Cape Comfort to Cape 
Henry 200 miles N. & 200 miles S. along ye Sea Coast, & W. 
to ye S. Sea including all Islands in both Seas lying w'th in 100 
miles of ye main Land. But ye Boundaries of Virg* now .are 
Easterly ye Atlantick. On ye S. a line due west from ye mouth 
of Currituck Inlet in ye Latitude 36* 30™ dividing Virg* from 
Carolina on ye North a Line from ye Sea through ye Eastern 
Shore to & Cross ye Bay of Chesapeake to Watkins' Point on 
Potowmack in ye Latitude 37 37" & thence up y' River to ye 
true meridian of ye first Fountain of it afteryond v/"" Virginia 
resumes its ancient Breadth & has no other Limits to ye W. 
than what its first Royal charter aloted viz. ye S. Sea including 
ye Island of California. But accounting its breadth from ye 
Carolina Line to ye first Fountain of Potowmack on ye North it 
will Extend on the Back or Western Side of Maryland to ye 39° 
of N. Lat d . This scituation is under ye same Parallell w" 1 some 
of the finest Countries & doubtless is capable of ye same Pro- 
duct. 

(Describes ye Climate &c. ) 

What is ye Constitution of the Govern"" ? 

The Const, of ye Gov't resembles G' Brit" as near as may be: 
1st in the Point of Legislature ye Gov' in Place of ye K* has the 
Power of calling, Prorogueing or disolv'g Gen. Assemblies w c * 
represent ye Parliament. This Assembly consists of 2 H. Ye 
upper is composed only of ye council in number 1 2, who are of 
ye Principal Gendemen of ye Country, & who are supplyed from 
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time to time (in vacancies) by K" nomination under his sign 
manual. The lower H. ye H. of B. is composed of Represen- 
tatives chosen by ye majority of ye Freeholders, two in each 
county. One for W°'burgh, one for Norfolk, one for Ja'stown 
& ye Coll. Wee have now including ye North Neck 44 Coun- 
ties, which makes ye number of B. 92. All Bills for laying 
duties on Commodities & Taxes on the people take rise in ye 
H. B., and generally all Bills prepared on petitions or Repre- 
sentations of ye People are first moved there; but either H. may 
frame Bills as they find most expedient for ye publick service. 
The Bills pass through ye like Forms as in Parliament, & when 
passed both H. are enrolled for ye Gov™ assent commonly given 
ye last day of the session. 

But ye Gov' has a negative & may reject any bill he thinks 
fitt. For ye administration of Justice there are held monthly 
Courts in each County by persons commissioned by ye Gov', 
who not only have ye power of Justices of ye Peace but have 
cognizance of all suits of wh' value soever arising within their res- 
pective Jurisdictions, both at com: Law & Cane: excepting only 
such criminal offences as are punishable by loss of Life or Member. 
For ye city of W" there is also a Court of Hustins, held 
monthly before ye mayor & aid" for tryal of all suits at C. L- 
arising w" in town & not exceeding 20^ or its value. Ye same 
for Norfolk. There are ye Inferior Courts of ye Gov°" & from 
these Appeal lies in ye g 1 Ct. appell' giv* security to Prosec' w ,h 
effect. 

The Gen. Ct. consists of ye Gov' & Council, any 5 of whom 
make a Quorum. This Court hath Jurisdiction of all Causes 
Real, Pers'l & mixt at C. L. bro't thither originally not under 
j£io ster; or by appeal or supersed' (w ob in ye nature of a writ 
of error) from ye Inferiour Courts. All criminal offences are 
here tryable & it is also a Court of Cane: for matters of a great 
value but by act of A. as appeal lies from an Inferiour Court 
unless ye Debt, Damage or thing in Demand Exclusive of Costs 
exceed ye value of £5, excepting only w"" the Titles or Bounds 
of Land are in question, & appeals lie to K f in C for ^300 ster: 
or upwards. There are two C* of Oy' & Term* held yearly ye 
2 nd Tuesday in June, & X' for trying all criminals y' happen to 
be committed after the respective Gen: Co'. Ye Judges here 
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are only such as are members of ye Councill & sitt by ye Gov™ 
commission pursuant to his Majesty's Instruct". For punishing 
slaves for capit 1 Crimes a commission of O. & T. issues from ye 
G r to ye Just" of ye County where ye offence, is committed by 
proof of Evidence without any Jury, & on conviction they award 
ex" & set a value on ye slave, which is afterwards paid to ye 
owner by ye G. A. as an encouragement to People to discover 
ye villanies of their slaves. For breaches of the act of Trade 
& for determining controversies concerning salvage, mariner's 
wages & other maritime affairs, their is a Court of admiralty 
held before a Judge constituted under ye Seal of ye high Co' of 
adm' 7 of G. B. ; to this Co' belong an advocate, a Register & 
Marshal appointed by ye Gov' who is also by a * * vice 
admiral of all ye Seas, Riv™, Creekes & Coasts within his Gov mt . 
This Court is only held as occasion requires & an appeal lyes to 
ye K. Council. The Gov r has also a Com" for trying Pirates. 

There is also a Co' of ye comissary of ye L" B p of Lond° w' h 
only meddles with the Punishment of the Immor' of ye Clergy, 
& proceeds by monition, suspension or Deprivation according 
to the offence & an appeal lyes to the Delegates app* by K' 
Com. in England. 

The Governour is invested with a Power Pardoning all Crimes 
except Treason & willful Murder, & in these he has a Power of 
suspending ye execu" by reprieve till his Maj* Pleasure is known. 
The Gov r can remitt all fines & Forfeitures accruing to ye Crown 
to ye value of jQio ster: & if above he may suspend the levying 
till ye K* pleasure be known. But the inhabitants of ye N. 
Neck are to be excepted ye Proprietor whereof has by his Char- 
ter all the Fines & Forfeitures Felons good & deodances within 
the Limits of his Grant. 

For matters of State there is a Council appointed by ye K. to 
be assist, with their advice to ye Gov' in all things touching his 
Maj' service viz. the disposing of his Lands, manage"' of his 
Revenue, nominating or Remov 1 of J* of Peace, Sheriffs, coro- 
nors, or other officers of trust who receive ye Com" from ye 
Gov' for ye better ordering the tributary Indians & making War 
or Peace with foreign Indians & various other Matters w"" con- 
cern the Publick Quiet of ye Gov' & do not fall under the direc- 
tion of Positive Laws. There is no Sallary annexed to this 
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office, but as the Council compose the upper H. of A. & are 
also Judges of the Gl. Ct. there is an appt. of ^600 p an: out of 
ye settled Revenue w ch is proporf & divided among them ac- 
cording to their respective attend" on these two Services. And 
such of them as attend at the Ct. of O. & T. have their Propor- 
tion of ,£160 allowed out of ye Revenue for each Court. 

What is the Trade of ye Colony ? &c. 

The Trade of ye Colony exclusive of y' carried on in British 
shipps (one year w tb another about 46,000 HHs of Tob°) has 
been very inconsiderable and uncertain during the War, so as 
not to bee worth notice. The next year y r L d ships will have a 
more encouraging account of it, for since the Peace it begins to 
revive and many ships have been and are building as well for 
Merch" in G. B. as Traders in Virg. 

What Quantities & sorts of British Manufacture ? 

The People of Virg* are supplyed w'" all sorts of woolen manu- 
facture such as Broad cloths, Kersies, Duffils, Cottons, Crapes, 
Ruggs, Blankets, Norwich & other stuffs & stockings, w th all 
sorts of Linnins as well of Germany & Scotland as of British & 
Irish Manufacture, with all sorts of household Furniture & 
wearing apparel, w ,h callicoes, Persians, Taffaties & other E. 
India Silks: w ,h all manner of Iron Ware such as Locks, Hinges, 
Nails, Carpenters, Joyners & Smiths Tools, Axes, Hoes, Fire 
Armes & small anchors and in general with Wines Spices, Fruit, 
loaf sugar & other necessarys for Familys. The value of w cb 
may be computed at ,£150,000 p. An., & I am persuaded would 
be much more, were it not for the additional Duty of i d p. t. 
upon * * * staples w c " oblidges the Virginians to content 
themselves w lh bare necessaries. This is a Barter that well 
deserves ye consideration of those concerned to promote com- 
erce. 

What Trade has ye Colony under your Gov" &c. 

There is no Trade hence to any p' of Europe but G. B r little 
that has been done during the war to Madeira, and to ye settle""* 
of Foreign Nations in America this Colony hath had no comerce. 
The Trade carried on to Surinam & Curaco, Dutch, & to Mar- 
tinico & Guardaloupe, French, have been discontinued; w lh all 
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these Places we did formerly & shall now again exchange Corn, 
Pease & Pork, for Wine Rum and Molasses. 

What methods are used to prevent illegal trade ? &c. 

For preventing illegal Trade the only method that is or can 
be used is ye diligence of ye Collectors & Naval Officers in their 
several Districts, strictly to inspect the cockets & certificates of 
the several vessels trading hither & to examine w' comodit: are 
landed out of them. Several ships & vessels have been seized 
& condemned, & one not long since worth about ^1800. But 
after all it is impossible altogether to prevent the running of 
small quantities of prohibited goods when there are so many 
landing Places remote from the Inspection of any officer. 

What is the Natural Produce ? &c. 

This Country produces all manner of Timber fit for building 
of ships, Masts, yards & Boat sprits, Clap boards & shingles fit 
for Houses; Pine Staves & Heading w cb in peaceable times exr 
ported to the W. I. w th Pork (one of ye principal supports of 
ye Colony) wheat & Indian Corn, Pitch & Tar is manufactured 
& sent to Britain; besides Walnut Plank, snake root, Sassafras, 
Myrtle wax, Bees wax, Tallow of w cb no certain computation can 
be at present made. 

What mines are there ? 

There are only two Furnaces for smelting Iron ore, & I am 
told of a Copper mine just discovered; w' it may turn out Time 
must shew. There are also many signs of Lead, Tin and anti- 
mony in places near the Great mountains, but for want of per- 
sons skilled in the searches & monied men to carry them on, in 
all Probability they will remain in the same state many years. 
We have likewise a Paper Mill. 

What are the number of Inhabitants ? 

The Rules for computing ye no. of Inhab" is by a List of 
Tithables on w ob ye Publick Tobacco Taxes are laid. These are 
all white male Pers"* above 16 y* old & all Blacks, male & Fe- 
male above y'age; of these there are now about 85,000, & of 
y m 40,000 may be reckoned Blacks, accounting therefore ye 
white women married & unmarried, & ye white & black chil- 
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dren under 16 to be treble the no. of ye white Tithables, ye no. 
of souls in Virg* will be about 135,000. 

Are the Inhab' increased or decreased ? 

Without all doubt the Inhabit* are greatly increased & in all 
likely hood will continue to do so, tho' for 2 or 3 years p'd a 
malignant Fever & ye S. P* occasioned a Mortality in whites & 
Blacks, but ye no. of Negr* & sev' we may in peace expect will 
be imported, togeather w* the early marriages of the males & 
ye aptness of ye Females for generation in both complexions 
must necessarily occasion a great increase of People in a coun- 
try free from much Luxury, & where Nature furnishes the requi- 
sites of Life w" 1 less Labour & vexation than in many other 
Places. 

What is the number of Militia ? 

The Militia is ab' 8,800 Foot or 176 companies, & ab 1 5,000 
Horse or 100 Troops; they are made up of all free male Persons 
above ye age of 21 years & under 60, for ye better regulation 
whereof each Co" has its Co ty Lieut., a Co", Lt.-Coll. & Maj r , 
& some Large Con", 2 Maj", one of Horse & one of Foot, & 
under them are ye Capt' & a subaltern who train & exercise 
their Men at their Private Musters. We have to these an adju- 
tant p d by ye Gov™', whose business it is to attend ye Gen 1 Mus- 
ters & to instruct officers & sold™ in the use & exercise of ye 
arms. The Militia will be constantly Kept under regular Disci- 
pline, and the Common Men will be improved in their Manner, 
w"" want not a little polishing. 

What Forts ? &c. 

We have but one Fort & that was finished ab 4 8 years. We 
had before no other Places of Defence than naked Batteries of 
Guns w* only served to protect ships ag' Pirates or Privat', but 
no way defencible against an Enemy yt came w' h force suff ' to 
attack them by Land. 

This Fort is built at the mouth of James River & as it stands 
on a Point yt lies close in w" ye channel of ye River & has 22 
guns, no ship can pass it w ,h out running the Risque of being 
sunk. It is to be wished this country were in a condition to 
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build more such, but that is an undertaking too great for the 
small sums ye Assembly are permitted to raise. 

What no. of Indians ? 

The Indians tributary to this Gov' are reduced to a small 
number, ye remains of the Meherins are by running ye dividing 
Line * * * * * of No. Carolina. Ye * * * * & 
ye other petty ***** being distributed by the Tus- 
caroeres are retired out of Virg. to ye Catawbaus, so yt there 
remain only ye Pamunkies on York River & they not above 10 
Families, & the Nancemonds & Nottoways on ye So. side of 
Ja' River whose strength exceeds not 50 fighting men, with a 
very few on ye East" shore that are seated amongst ye English 
Settle' & keep a friendly correspondence. 

What is the Strength ? &c. 

We have no Indian Nation of any strength nearer than the 
five Nations under the gov™' of N. Yk. on ye Nor. and ye Ca- 
tawb" and Cherokees on ye S. W. within ye gov' of No. Caro- 
lina both of them between 3 and 4 hund: miles from ye Inhabi- 
tants of Virg*. 

What is the strength of y r neighboring &c. , & what an effect 
have ye F r & Sp. settlements ? &c. 
These two Queries in one answer. 

Virginia is so remote from within ye Fr. or Sp. Settle™" on ye 
Continent of America y' y™ no communication between us or 
either of them. Ye nearest to this Colony are ye French if at 
this time they have any settlements on the Lakes, but if they 
only possess their Fort at Lake St. Clair, notwithstanding our 
W. boundary will be so greatlv enlarged, they will still be about 
100 miles distant; it is certain their Traders between Canada and 
ye settlements on Mississippi make their Rout nearer to us, and 
that in their passage they make use of two Rivers w ' have y r 
sources in the Virg* mountians called ye Miamis and ye One- 
bache. 

What is the Revenue? &c. 

The Revenue arising w""° ye Govern"" is 2s. sterling on every 
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H. H. of To* exporting abating an allowance of 10 p. C. to ye 
Masters of Ships for paying it in Bills of Exchange. 

2d. 15* p. Tunn on all shipps and vessels trading here comonly 
called port duties. 

3d. 6 p. head for every passenger imported here. 

4th. Fines and forfeitures for breach of penal Lawe, contempts 
of Courts of Justice, breaches of Peace or conviction for Felo- 
nies or Tresspassers. 

5th. Rights for taking up Land w ch is 5s. for every 50 acres. 

The three 1st Branches of this Revenue are appropriated by 
ye act of Assembly for raising the same as are also forfeitures 
for breaches of the penal Lawes for and towards ye supp' of ye 
Govern™' and its contingent charges. 

The casual fines and forfeitures in the 4th Branch were first 
appropriated to support of Gov mt by warrant from K. Ch. 2, 
and have continued ever since. 

The last Branch of ye Rights were established by order of the 
Governor & Councill in 1699, to supply ye defect of Importa- 
tion Rights on w ch only people were then sent constituted to take 
up Land and since yt time has made a considerable addition to 
ye Revenue. All these Branches amount one year w ,h another 
to ^5,000 p. an. or near yt sum. 

What are ye ordinary and extraordinary Expence of ye Gov"" ? 

The ordinary Expenses of the Gov"" including ye Go" Coun 1 
and all other the established officers Salaries amount to ^3, 377 
P. an. Ye extraordinary Expences "are not any way to be com- 
puted because they rise or fall as the exigencies of the Gov' 
require; but if it be demanded what the casual expenses be 
valued at, when no extraordinary accident happens, it is an- 
swered that the charge of Expresses and messengers, of repair- 
ing the Gov"' House and other incidents come to about ,£300 p. 
an., but on extraordinary occasions such as alarms of Indians 
by land, or Ennemies by Sea, repairing of Batteries, removing 
f * * * amunition &c. from one Place to another * * 
***** different Parts of the country for ye militia, 
these and such like services have cost double that Sum. 
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Gov™ Salary, .... 

Council, .... 

Judges & Officers of C. of O. & T., 

Auditor-Gen'l appointed by Pat. under G. Seal, 

Sollicitor of Virg* aff " app. by ye Governour, 

Attor. Gen'l app" by Kg., 

Clerk of ye Council by Gov', 

Adjutant by ye Gov r , 

Armowrer by ye Gov', 

Gunns at ye severall Batteries, 

To ministers for preaching 6 times at 40 s. , 



,£2,000 
600 
200 
100 
100 

75 
100 

150 
12 
40 

112 



Farther allowance for each Sermon preached during the sit- 
ting of the Assembly. 

What are the Establishments civil and military and by what 
Authority do the officers hold their Places? 

The Sec* General by warrent under ye K' sign manual has a 
salary of 5 p. C. on all money he receives. 

The Deputy Auditor acts by Com. from ye Auditor General 
of the Plantations and has ye like salary of 5 p. C. on all ye 
Revenue he audits. 

The Comissary app d by ye Bp. of London has an anual Salary 
out of his Majesty's Quit rents of ^100 p. an. 

The attorney General has an additional Salary out of ye same 
land of ^75. 

These are all ye annual establishments charged on ye stand* 
Revenue. Here's also a Revenue of 4" p. Gallon on all Liquors 
imported from any place G. Br. excepted, w ch brings in about 
^3000 pr. annum and must produce a much larger income in 
time of Peace, this is appropriated to such uses as the G. A. 
thinks fit, for lessening the Levy and Pole and is applyed to- 
wards paying for Negs. Crims. Cond d and Execut" & for defraying 
the charges of the officers. * * * 

To yeColledgeof W. & M., . . . * * 

To ye Keeper of Magazine, . . * * 

To ye armour and for cleaning arms, . . 20 

To ye Keeper of the Publick Sail, . . 25 

To ye Keeper of the Capital, . . . 15 
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The officers of ye Genl. Assembly having no standing Salries 
annually are paid proportionably to ye Length of each Session. 

Of this Revenue the Speaker of the House of Burgesses is 
Treas. and has 5 p. C. for all monies he receives w cl1 is also to 
discharge the following Demands, viz: 

The Burgesses Wages. 

The Repairs of Capital. 

The Charge of Prisoners. 

The Printer for Printing all Publick Papers. 
Gov' Virg* answer to Queries from Ld' of Trade about the state 

of the Colony. 

S r Wm. Gooch, Bar. 

The Trade of this Colony is principally conducted by Ships 
from B. I suppose not less y" 1 20 sail are loaded here annually 
w lh ye Produce of this Dominion. Ye trade exclusive of ye 
above consists of about 60 sail ships, scows, Briggs, schooners 
and sloops w " are navigated by 500 Sailors, besides ye small 
shallops w ' are constantly employed in transporting ye como- 
dities from one River to another, and in loading the ships bound 
to G. B. The Trade in general has greatly increased for these 
last 10 years and is chiefly supported as to ye shipping with 
things from G. B. to James town of at least ^300,000 sterling. 
The Trade from this is chiefly to G. B. and ye Br. * * * 
sometimes Wheat, Slaves &c, Lisbon. The produce of this 
Colony and its * * may be computed as follows: 

50,000 HHds of Tob° @ 6£ Sterl., . .£300,000 

10,000 Barr* Pitch and Tarr @ 8s, . . 4,000 

4,000 TT. Pig Iron at s£, . . 20,000 

40,000 Bar's Wheat @ 2s. 6d, . 6,000 

10,000 lb. Bees Wax at 1 2 d , . 12,500 

30,000 Beef and Pork @ 40s, . . . 60,000 

Pipe, HHds, Bll. Staves with Shingles, 10,000 

Snake root, Ginseng &c, . . . 2,000 



^434,000 
The number of Inhabitants from the most exact account I 

can get of Wh. and Bl. are 230,000 and increase. 

The Militia may now amount to 25,000 men from 21 to 60 

years of age. 
The establish"" * * * * revenue amounts to 4,345 £ 

P. an. 



